BLOFIELD AND FLEGG RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL 


AT Neb REPORT 
OF THE 
MEDICAL OFFICERS' OF HEALTH FOR THE YEAR 
1959 


Public Health Department, 
Council Office, 
ACLE Ly 
November, 1940, 


Tc the Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen of the Rural District Council 
of Blofield and Flege. 
We beg to present our Annual Report in accordance with the ~ 
requirements of Circular 1961 as issued by the Ministry of Health, 
in view of the outbreak of War during the year under review it 
vLil he realised that the Report will be somewhat aboreviated, owing 


to the interruption of the normal work of the Public Health Services, 


The District is chicflly agricultural in character, the Eastern 
and Western parts 2%. rapidly becoming more residential. It is 
bounded on the North by the Rivers Bure and Thurne, on the South by 
the River Yare and the Borough of Great Yarmouth, and the East by 
the North Sea; the District narrows to the West and is bounded by 
the City of Norwich. 


The geographical situation of the District is such that it acts 
as a corridor between two large centres of population, During the 
summer season many thousands of visitors are resident within the 


area, more especially in the coastal areas, during normal peace time. 


in addition ths waterways bounding the District are patronised 


by a large number of visitors in many kinds of river craft. 
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STATISTICS AND SOCTAL CONDITIONS OF THE aRta. 


Area, (acres) Beer Rane ae: hs lee Aa 7 
Population (Census 1931).... Apa Ties 2 24, 566 
Population (Estimated 1939). Len ak snd aL 30, 536 
lumber of Inhabited Houses (1939)... eee see 75.130 
Number of Families or separate Occupiers ... Feats 7, 798 
Reaveable Value ,... Bot Behe Aa Nis na Spi Silos 
Produce of ld. kate £437 


EATRaACTS FRCM VITAL STATISTICS 


ee er ence: 


BIRTHS: (Logitimate = Total: AGS Males - 250 Females ~ 232 
(T1legitimate ? ie aver — ds) hemales, = ( 
Total Live Births; D 4 


BIRTH RATE: 16.14 


Ne i en ee ee 


SU LLLP IATHS : 


(lLogitimate -— Total: 18 Males - 6 Females - 12 
(Illegitimate  -! 1 Females - 1 
DEATHS. Total: 304 Males - 150 Females 154 


Number of Women Cying in, or in consequence of Child-birth:- 


From Sepsis - Oo From other Sources - 1 


Deaths of Iafants under 1 year of age per 1,000 Births:- 


(Legitimate: ~Total: 14 Males - 9 Females 
f (lites. SMe hs Wi ue u = eo li = 
Total iN Males - 10 Females 


lulow: 


Deaths from Measles (all ages) Moles - O Females - 0 
Deaths from whooping Cough 

(all ages, 5 if ee 0 i = @) 
Deaths from Diarrhoea 

(Under 2 years) cao ri = 


~ €lanc & Wales Birth Rate Fe 1520 
SO ana Death Rate - 12.1 
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Deaths from Whooping Cough (all ages) Males - O Females - 0 
Hentas rar) Tiarrhosa (und 2 years) Males - 0 Females - 1 


The Births an 195& were 254 Males and 2359 Females, a total of 493, 


| of 479 for the year 
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1036) making an iucrease of LA births. 


5 
The deaths during the year were less in number but the death-rate 
9.9 compares favourably with that of England and Wales which is 1le.i 
Tiere were 21 deaths from Tuberculosis, no deaths from Diphtheria, 
7i from Heart Diseases and 43 from Cancer, There is no sign at 


present of a decreases in the mortality from this terrible disease, 


Moe fuiantiie Mortality Rate still remains comparatively low, it 
stands at 50.42 deaths of children under 1 year per 71,000 Births, 
2 v ? 


Al 


The rave for England and Wales being 50 per 1,000 Births. 


PUBLIC JEALTH STAYFs Medical Officers of Health (Part Time) 
Wet ROY DEN MyaAc, MaR.G.S., L.RiC.P. 


J,D,McKELVIE M.D, 


Additional Sanitary Inspector, 
Bo wee OVS, a8... Sal As 
Aacditional Sanitary inspector 
HCP eeclOn (O.5.l.5., MyS.l.A. 
DEPARTMENTAL CLERK. 
Miss R.a.M. STONE. 
LABORATORY FaOTLITIES Tis Lavoraties of the Gounty Council and the 


County Analyst, both situated in Norwich, are available for all 
purposes required. 
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Ta the taree Latter Ferishes drefinage ts provided by means of 
cesepools, tujs setnod of drainage alen operates ia parts of tue 
Porishes of Galster-on-see 246 Thorce St.andrew, yutside the areas 
served by sewerace Syeteus, 

The carrying ovt of an extension of the sewerage Systen to 

at 
serve a rapidly Ceveloping area ia the northoera port of tne Perish 
of best Caister is being seriously deleyed. This extension is 
ursently requires to avoin the construction of a large number of 
ceespools, a Sebeie has been oreoared for this Area and it cannot 
be too strongly urged that the Oovneil shovld proceed witn its 
execution in the interests of public teslth,. 

Owiug to tice continued rate -f building in that part of the 
Periss of Thoroe St. andrew outside the exieting Creinage area, it 
is.estiaated tuat over 2,000 cessponls iteve vee coustructed to 
Teccive oralnece iron cwellines erected within the Last few years, 

Tig existence and use of all these cesspools still continue to 
be a matter of inereasiug concern and anxiety to your public health 
officers, and having regard to the danger to public health caused 
by many of tacse Cesspools overflowing, the question of providing 
an adequate sewerage systen for teis oerticular part of the Parish 
was vélug co.videred by the Council, out oviue to the outbreak of 
War tais schere hac to pe abandoned; it is strougsly urged that 
the carvying out of & proper drainaze sche e should be proceeded 
wits at the carldest possible woment, as the danger to oublic 
health is 4 very real one. 

lu view of the reports wade ux. the dauger to puolic health 
by veaso. of toe large nuiber of frequently overflowiag cessporls, 
tne Couccil gave instructions for a cesspool Emptying Plant to be 
provided. It is hoped this Plant will be in operation early in the 


Comlugz year. 


BLOFLI2LD sick: Taere pes peen ao Cause for Complatat respecting 


this Sewer siuce it was properly piped in the previous year. 


= 5 = 


‘ 
- 
A 
7 
3 
} 
' 
wee 
sa? 
mm 
; 
-. 
, a 
A 
‘i 
, j — 
Oey a ee 
T 
by © yy i 


4 DUE ROE 


‘g 
4% ei A 
v 4 
\ 
\ 
e " 
* é 
3 a) iJ 
i “ - 
/ 2 | » 
% 
eis no 
‘ / ‘ 
jt de Siam 5 ie 


ai) Mt 
‘ig heed: Kod eals setae 
if rs wt) 
Futh 26 bts Meee. 
‘ # 7 
. rey 
i , ’ oo ign) 


Vt 


frogeu oe Woe 


Zi; OAD Se.da, albu: The Severege S/eten in the Perish of acle 
bas oeen “ent under obeervation during the yeer sad the Catchopit 
aid Outfeall Dyce on the fev ond cleaned svt Curing that period. 
The old brick barrel sectinn of the Sewer has unt required 
attention, out the veok oarts of this section are lixely to give 
way vader iieevy preesure. 

Tue eMestion of drainage in tnis Parish hrs frequently been 
considered, out cost of crovision of e oracticel drainage scheme 
woule entail the Laposition of . neavy special rate charve. at the 
saue tine @ duty is veiae dischnsrged by sgaiu oriusing this satter 


to the attciution of the Gounoil. 


SRUNSALL DRAINaG.: During the year conplalats of overflowing 
cesspoovls nave peén investigated in the Parish xf Brundall. 

The “esas of draiuage vy cesspools, froma over 200 dvelltase ina 
thie Psrich nos been referred to in previous Reports, and it is 
necessary to exmnasize the denger to nublio health by the frequent 
overflowing of sany of these. 

Tue Close proxiuity of eore oF the cessponls add to the danger, 
theiz contents overflow o.1 to emsll gardens adjacent to the 
OQwelliags, end ereate serious wwisesuces at frequent jatervals. 
aiiiation of tae sudesoil inercases caily, aud it is necessary 
to <eep this area uncer close obeervation to avoid the ereation or 
imwisancer. 


Sue wwikAG SUibiLSs Heol GaIGfa. AND TaOird STs ANDitds 


Tac veweTage Scnewes ji these Parishes nave been worstag 
satisfactorily during toe year. Particular attention nos oeen 
paid to tue Caister Disposal forks with satisfactory results. 
mata: Parts of tae Parish of Hertnan are served by Cratnage 
eHich carries vote fovl enc. surface water, Tac systen endDodies a 


sejtiec tank wnich oerindically requires attcrtinonu. The opea sewer 


oecorling a cerious mulsance. 
i 


Ine guestion of foul drainage runaiug towards the Broads is 
one tnat must receive tie attention of tice Gouncil as soon as 
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opportunity permits. «at preseut no purificatinn teses nlace 
before toic Crainsge Teaches the sroacs. 
Diet PeenrsOura? This sewer ces been worslag 
satisfactoriny ouriog. oe year Attention ars bpeen given to the 
large catcnolt nen aeccssary. 

jzere drains exist in tne renainder of the District, the 
Bvecew aconted chiefly is that oF tre sextic tan princiale, oF 
@allectinn in cesspoole and sodkevay Cisposal: the methods of 
eiptyins emoloyedc aad the disposal of the contents are 
TPwenweagly reccaviug the attention of the Public teelta 
Departiient. 

As previously se.vtioned this is a watter that creates a 
Breast deal of work anc. the Uovuecil could well exercise their 
powers iu the adoption of Bye-lews to eisorce tne euptying of 
@esescols at Teguise? intervals. At present there ic ino public 
ser¥ice for cleansing cesspools aud satisvactorily disposiug of 


their contents. 
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stun? sie is no public scavenging scheme in tiis Parish, a 
numoer of inhacitants avail themselves of the services of & private 
contractor for tne removal of their vefuee snd aieht-scil which is 
disposed of 72 Tuc brovieec by the Parish Council. This cannot 

be consiccred entirely satisfactory, and the question of a public 


service is oie that should receive early consideration. 


BLOFI“ZLD aiD BaU-DALL: The Scaveuging Schemes in these Frarishes 
which included the collection of household refuse and aight-soil, 


have been carried out setisfoectorily by tue Council's Gontractors. 


BAST CalSTiR:; a Scavenging Scheme is ii operstion in this Parish 
for the collection ofzhcusehold refuse, the refuse being disposed 
wi Oy denesgitins on the wereh near the Sewege Disposal .iorks. Some 
attention has been given to tie method of tipping and efforts are 
Deing wade to dispose of the refuse more satisfactorily by burning, 
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+o minimise as far as possible the breeding of insect pests and 
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—micni-sOLL was Drought into operation Sort Tee (one. OF) Vey Car « 
Mais scheme Wae most csscnvial. 

i] bese piaced upon the Parish. a heavy financial burden on account 
Pete Gop econ le Value, and it) is hoped that some assistance 
Pete forcucdminge Ivom the General Fund of the Council, to 


ptt Mla tele AEA ieee Pe all caked aeons 4 - 5 
6Maiple tis puolic Health service te be maintained, 
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REPOHAM AND WINTERTGI; Tae Scavenging cchemes in operation in 
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This scheme hag provided a much needed public servic 
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Perticuiertiy during the summer months when there is a considerable 


OL the Parish. In 


Es oe ary one Tonk = 4 hn “ 
qRorease in the population in the 


view of the pepulation and size o7 
Soliection of refuse throughout the whole year is desirable. 
TRORPE ST,ANCREWs The system of refuse collesi rion, Garried out in 
this Parish by the Usuncil's directly employed Scavengers has been 
working satisfactorily throughout the year. 

The Motor Refuss Collection Vehicle has given good service, 
The rapic growth of this Parish naturally calis for increased 
SGaveuging services. In view of this rapid growth a new and 
larger vehicle had to be provided and additional labour engaged 


eT 


to meet the demands 


the continued building operations incrzase the work of the 


Lae IGG GALS, wus Ob the cad of the year approximately 


ee 4 coy en SAS TAs ate a +a jrd-r ane qwosrad te 4 
GC) 1GnS Of HeErtuse were Aeing Collected weekly anc conveyed te the 
‘ “1 Tis ay Se m ~ Toes Te - Sie = ’ 4 i] % 

Refuse Dump at Green Lane, Plumstead for Disposal. 
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many additional important duties now imposed upon the Public Heaith 
Papartment of a Local Authority, An Additional Sanitary Inspectcr 
was appointed during the year to enable ths department to cope 

With the increased duties. This man volunteered and joined H.M. 
Forces towards the end of the year. This placed an additional 
burden cn the existing staff. We would like at this juncture to 


again pay a tribute to Mr. Beckwith for the conscisnatious and 


Consisient service he nas rendered to the Council, and to the 
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upport he has given us at all times. 
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wiv PERME END EV AaGUatiGy s immediately previous to and at the outbreak 


oz War approximatsiy 2,500 Evacuees arrived in the District from 
London, under the Severnment Evacuaticn Scheme. The whole 
organisation and work of bilieting was undertaken by the Senior 
Sanitary Inspector aiid his Staff, and it is worthy of note that 
although this large influx occurred vithin four daye, accommoda-— 
tion was found for everyone. This latze increase of population 
naturally placed a tremendeus strain upon the Department, but in 
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Sanitary sexvices ana where necessary, these were increased to 
meet the requirements, 
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& great many cases of Scabies 
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Galled for treatment. In addition, the cleansing cf verminous 
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persons ana the disinfectaticn of premises made many additional 


r and Scrathy have been well managed and 
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Goatinue to provide very necessary public services to the general 
public. 


SHOPS aCT, 1934: Visite have been paid to Sheps and inspections 


moace unaer Section 10 of the Act and information ccellected and 
tTecorded in connection with light, ventilation and sanitary 
accomnodati various improvements have deen carriec out. 


BaKEHCUSES: PPeriodical visits have been paid to Bakenouses in 
the District and inswructions issued where necessary to occupiers 
to cleanse, 

Burention has also been given to water supplies ir connection with 


Soese premises, 


Bijeeene oie ON POOLS: There are no public or private Baths 
anc Pools within the District. 
ERADICATION OF BED BUGS: action was taken where found necessary 
in Connection with this matter, | 

Scw00ne: The sanitary condition and water supplies may be 
Consicerecd barcly satisfactory in some of the Schesis anc some 
attention must be given to bring about impromements, 

Visits are paid to Schools upon the outbreak of notifiable 
infectious diseases ana any necessary eteps taken to prevent the 
spread of such diseaas. 

all infected cnildren and contacts are excluded fIzom 
astencance at Sch.ol and early action taken to close any Department 
part? ular ant Sebeea, Thorough Gisinfection and cleansing is also 
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Carsied out previous to the return of the children to school. 


HOUSING (RURAL WORKERS!) ACT, 1926 — 38, 


ive spp) cations wers received for assistance in respect of the 
fo aout oinne end Teprovemenkt cl .nits GNSLLinges grants were 


given in each case. The works were not proceeded with in respect 
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of one cottage, which was eventually demolished. 

There are a number of cottages in the District suitable for ~—— 
improvement-that could be usefully brought to a higher standard 
Me fitness, and_would provide better housing accommodation in 


many cases where it is urgently needed, 


COWSHEDS AND DaIRIES8; Periodical visits of inspection have been 
made under the Miik and Dairies Order, 1926. to Cowsheds and 
Dairies. 

Improvements were carried out to several premises, additional 
accommodation and improved plant provided for bringing premises 
up to standard and cleaner handling and production of milk. 

The operation of the Milk (Special Designations) Order, 1936 
igs administered by the County Gouncil. Certa?n duties under the 
Order are delegated by the Oounty Council to tne Rural District 
Gouncil. These included the inspection of Accreci*ted Producers! 
Premises, reporting upon their condition and the collection of 
Milk Samples, 

There are 30 Licensed accredited Milk Producers in the District 
from meese premises samples of milk were collected quarterly 
during the year for cleanliness tests and owce each half-year for 
bacteriological tests, 

These Guties have increased the work of the Public Health 
Department: the collection of milk samples necessitates early 
morning visits to the majority of the Producers’ Bren aces In 
all, 102 samples were collected for cleanliness tests and 56 


samples for bacteriological examination for tubercle bacilli, 


HOUSING: During the year the Gouncil completed the erection of 
houses for the abatement of overcrowding in families previously 
reported upon. The re-housing of these families has abated 
overcrowding to a considerable extent. Hovsing activities were 
seriously curtatied and it was founcd impossible to undertake a 
programme of substantial dimensions with regard to a number of 
dwellings considered much below a standard of fitness. The 
bilieting of many hundreds of evacvees upon families in some 
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Ox houses taxed their accommocation to full capacity, 
Dut in view of the urgent necessity of accepting ‘this additional 
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District, of them are Licensed and Registered. 6802 visits 


were paid to shops and slaughterhouses. 2,849 Carcases of meat 


were examinea, and she following table shews the amount of. meat 
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CARCASES INSPECTED AND CONDIONED 
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ANALYSIS OF NOTIFIABLE INFECTIOUS DISEASES _ 
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